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I. Introduction    
We are living today an era of rapid globalisation, of hypercommunication and rapid technological change, of artificial intelligence, of biotechnology and bioengineering, of wars, of internal conflicts, of extremism, of hordes of terrorists sacking cities and countries, of refugees and population displacement, of climate change, of rapid extinction of species and loss of biodiversity, of epidemia, and of uneven distribution of development. 
We are also living in a socio-cultural paradigm of consumerism which globalisation and hypercommunication are extending to almost all societies. In this paradigm, the passion to own is substituted for the will to be. Happiness is pursued through consumption, possession, acquisition, conquest, and through the defense of one’s  individual rights and property more than through frugality, sobriety, contribution, benevolence, or the sense of duty and obligations. 
Lastly, we are living in an era where we have a fracture between Man and Nature. Man, vastly augmented by technology, by information and by communication, posits himself in more and more societies as the master of Nature, the user, and the appointed owner of natural resources, of space and of the environment.
The result is a disruption of the equilibrium between the rate of depletion of ressources accelerated by technology  and the much slower rate of renewal of these resources, as determined by the laws and cycles of Nature, and a disruption of the equilibrium between the rate of waste generation and the rate of waste biodegradation and recycling.  
The result is also the emergence of daunting challenges of quality of life and environment, of inequality and sustainability of development and progress, of abuse, misuse and mismanagement of technology, of human security and of international peace.   

II. The imperative of a new platform of fundamental spiritual values
Models of economic calculus of sustainability of development, of international and intergenerational justice  of development, of calculus of security, etc.,  are built and advocated. Political exhortations, public, private and civil, national and multilateral, such as the 2030 Agenda of the United Nations and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals(SDG’s), the Paris Agreement of COP21 on Climate Change, etc., are concluded and promoted.  They aim at raising the level of consciousness, realizing consensus, securing the necessary political will and accelerating the political process, and at mobilizing the necessary financial, technological and material resources to achieve the SDG, the Paris Agreement, and meet these challenges.
However, some observers argue that these challenges are beyond economic, security and political cost- benefit analysis. They argue that the  irreversible globalisation, the nature of technological change, the gravity of the challenges and the high stakes involved are such that purely utilitarian arguments and strategies are not sufficient. Rather, what is needed, they believe , is a spiritual transition and a fundamental change in individual and collective values, attitudes, and  behaviors  and a change in the paradigm and practices of international relations.
The historian Arnold Toynbee and the spiritual leader Daisaku Ikeda, for example, consider that a reinterpretation of the relationship between Man and Nature and the establishment of a new and spiritual platform of  shared values, attitudes and behaviors of the citizens and the actors of the Gobal Village are prerequisites for the protection of Nature and the Environment.1
Pope Francis, goes even further and asserts that « There can be no ecology without an adequate anthropology ( Laudato Si’ #118) ».2
They also believe that this aggiornamento of the Man-Nature relationship must precede and accompany the adoption of laws and the establishment of operational strategies, international agreements and institutions of environment protection and combat of climate change.
These prerequisites might actually hold for many other global challenges such as the sustainable and mutually assured development challenge, a new MAD replacing the geopolitical MAD of mutually assured destruction. They might also hold for the resources depletion challenge, the refugees and the populations displacement and forced emigration challenge caused by wars and conflicts in the Middle East, in Africa, around the Mediterranean, and in many other regions around the world, etc.
Globalisation and rapid technological change make this aggiornamento even more imperative and urgent for the populations,  citizens and actors of the different neighbourhoods in Africa, America, Asia, Europe and Oceania of the Global Village which the world has become today and will continue becoming at a faster and faster rate. 
Indeed, to face up to the daunting 21st  century challenges, the Global Village needs not only a Village Council2 , and multilateral mechanisms and institutions of legislative, judicial, financial, trade and economic governance such those already in place, but also a platform of  shared fundamental spiritual values relevant to these challenges.
In other words we need « a new understanding of what it means to be human today if we are to meet the global crises before us»3

III. The 2019 Augustinian Days

It is tempting to see a similarity between the era of chaos and transition we are living today at the beginning of this 21st century  and the era of chaos and transition of Saint Augustine’s time in the Roman Empire at the beginning of the 5th  century. It is also tempting to look in Saint Augustine’s thinking for lessons and answers to the global challenges of the 21 st century.
Indeed, Augustine adressed in his monumental work, The City of God, in his « Confessions », in his sermons, letters and writings, questions which are today  at the beginning of this century, matters of great concern and intense debate. He adressed the question of war, the question of refugees, the question of justice, the question of citizenship in the Roman Empire, the question of the state, etc.
The objective of the 2019 « Augustinian Days » is to explore the relevance of Augustine’s thinking to 21st century challenges.  The answers must also be sought and might obtain in other religions and in philosophy. They could constitute the premises of the needed aggiornamento. They could also constitute the preliminary planks of the platform of universal and shared fundamental spiritual values and the adequate anthropology needed to meet the challenges of the century. 
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